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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING  

August 3, 2020  

  

PRESENT:   

Joseph F. Sheehan   

Ernie Paciorkowski  

Alfred P. Porro Jr. late to meeting  

Robert Bamber  

Brian Hachey  

Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner  

Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner  

  

Please Note:  

  

The August 3, 2020 meeting was held remotely using GoToMeeting software due to the 

ongoing 2020 Covid-19 pandemic State of Emergency.  

  

7:00P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Porro, opening and 

introduction of guidelines for virtually held meetings via the platform GoToMeeting. 

Meeting led by Mr. Sheehan; Vice-Chair until Chair Mr. Porro arrives.   

  

Approval of Minutes from 7/13/2020 Meeting  

  

MOTION to approve by Mr. Paciorkowski seconded by Mr. Hachey.  

VOTE: 4-0 Motion Passed  

  

Continual Hearing-Site Plan Review-Redevelopment of Existing Big Y 

Supermarket-420-442 Walpole Street-Philip Macchi, Attorney, Cedar Realty Trust 

Owner  

  

Mr. Mahonen from Bohler went over the changes since the last meeting. Provided 

updating plans, trees have been added to landscaping, technical data requested from town 

engineer which have been addressed. Added cross walks to allow for better foot traffic.   
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Mr. Fennell went over construction phases, June 22nd will be the close date of the Big Y 

starting phase 1 including demolition of Big Y building until February 2021. Phase 2 will 

begin building back the supermarket. Hoping to reopen by June 22nd, 2022. Repaving 

entire area in 5 phases.   

   

Mr. Porro wanted to confirm that they are working with the neighbors, they have 

executed and expect to have the residents sign the agreements. Mr. Sheehan asked if 

Davis Ave has been opened more to allow for trucks to turn easily, avoiding damage to 

neighbors fencing and property.   

  

Mr. Paciorkowski asked Nathan from Bohler, “Is there storage water treatment? Does 

Conservation Board have a say about this?” Nathan answered they are adding 2 water 

treatment measures.  

  

Mr. Bamber is glad to see the treatment and islands being put in. He was wondering is 

anyone considered if they could pull back so that there is a place for people to sit by the 

brook. The response was that this place is remote, any additional improvement will 

prevent access for parking and access aisle.  

  

John Coutu of 46 Davis Ave, commented they have known for 10 years that the water is 

ripping threw his yard coming from the building. The trucks will beep the horn early in 

the morning. They are putting a new fence today which is great, but he is concerned 

about the water because every time it rains it floods his yard. Smell of diesel because the 

drivers never shut the trucks off. He is looking for a solution to protect the environment.   

  

Steve Eosco of Endicott Street is concerned about the brook side of the plaza, hoping that 

something would happen to the dead trees and that the trash will be cleaned up.   

  

Mr. Halkiotis does not think that the truck drivers are conscience that they are in a 

residential neighborhood. The Planning Board does not accept complaints, Cedar Realty 

will need to provide a phone number or contact person for complaints from neighbors. He 

believes the plan has progressed. The Board can close hearing and move forward or hold 

the vote until next meeting.   

  

Mr. Paciorkowski is in favor of the project, but he would like the neighbor’s concerns to 

be addressed before voting.   

  

MOTION to continue discussion at next meeting, August 24th at 7:10PM by Mr. 

Sheehan, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski.   

Vote 5-0 Motion Passed   

  

Informal Discussion – Forbes Hill Development– Steven Fisch, Continental 

Properties; Howard Rappaport, Continental Properties  

  

Requested to be postponed to a later date.  
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Executive Session 

 

MOTION to enter executive session by Mr. Sheehan, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski.    

Vote 5-0 Motion Passed 

… 

 

MOTION to close executive session by Mr. Sheehan and seconded by Mr. 

Paciorkowski.  

Vote: 5-0 Motion Passed 
  

Informal Discussion – Mixed Use Overlay District Proposal – Vernon Ave. – David 

Hern, Attorney  

  

Attorney David Hern and his client Mr. Derrick Fitzgerald, met with the Board to discuss 

a potential MUOD redevelopment project.  

  

Mr. Fitzgerald has been a developer of residential projects over the years and would like 

to redevelop an area of downtown, it is about ½ an acre which gives the option of 4-5 

units or 15-16 units, there is a need for more units to make a profit. The Board can vary 

what can be done by special permit.   

  

Mr. Fitzgerald and Attorney Hern would like to bring the idea to the Board to get a feel 

of where the Board is with flexibility regarding density. The issue with the current 

density requirements is that there is no room for revenue.   

  

Mr. Halkiotis is experienced with this conversation as it has been brought up in the past. 

His suggestion would be to go back in front of the town to get the vote to increase 

density.   

  

Mr. Paciorkowski is open to greater density in the downtown area and summarized the 

fact that the Board does have leeway but not enough to double the density.   

  

Mr. Hachey reminded the Board that the idea was to open the downtown area to become 

a more livable and walkable space. Mr. Sheehan agreed.   

  

Mr. Bamber is open to it and raises the question, “What is the use of the district if the 

numbers do not add up”?    

  

Mr. Deschenes asked if Attorney Hern is referencing section 9.4.16. Attorney Hern 

wanted to get a sense before designing the space stating that “we would all like 

revitalizing downtown, but it does not work economically”.   

  

Mr. Porro is open to modifications because getting the 2/3 vote at the town meeting sends 

the message of what the residents are looking for. He would like to see the numbers in 

further discussion.   
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 Mr. Halkiotis noticed that property owners have greater expectations in their property 

value driving the real estate prices up. Attorney Hern agreed.  

  

Department updates & other business  

  

Mr. Halkiotis informed the Board that part of the State grant program Cares Act requires 

working with Southern Middle Sex Opportunity Council (SMOC) to set up a grant 

program to income qualified residents allowing them to catch up on housing and utility 

payments.   

   

Mr. Halkiotis and Mr. Deschenes met with the Board of Selectman to discuss the Open 

Space Plan which they unanimously approved. The Board of Selectman also approved 

conservation restriction.   

    

105 applications were received for the Environmental Planner position, the position was 

offered and accepted by Miss Holly Jones. She will start on September 1st and is thrilled 

to join the team.   

   

The General Manager called a meeting of several town officials regarding Norwood 

Hospital. The hospital officials do not know whether they should rehab and restore the 

facility or tear the campus down and start over. The General Manager and Board of 

Selectmen asked the Planning Board to prepare a Zoning Bylaw Amendment to establish 

a Medical Service Overlay District. 

   

Mr. Paciorkowski asked the status of Matt at Bohler Engineering about the Yankee Sprit 

Property. Mr. Halkiotis provided site plans to David Chilinski, the Engineer of Legacy 

Place in Dedham. He offered different opinions like flipping the drive thru to the front of 

the building which Mr. Siegal was not a fan of.   

  

Mr. Sheehan asked about the Forbes Hill discussion, but Mr. Halkiotis does not want to 

go into more detail due to litigations.   

  

MOTION to adjourn by Mr. Paciorkowski, seconded by Mr. Sheehan.   

Vote 5-0 Motion Passed   

  

Meeting adjourned at 9:41 PM   

  

Next Meeting: August 24, 2020 7:00 PM 
 

Respectfully submitted by Alyssa Catalano  


